HINTLESHAM & CHATTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Meeting Room of the Community Hall 
On Thursday 11th September 2025 at 7.30pm

PRESENT:
	Les Cole	Stephanie Coupland	John Whyman
	Ben Cox	Ian Bryce	Choose an item.
	Caroline Bates	Jim Hammond	Choose an item.
	Debbie Archer	Trevor Martin	Choose an item.


					
	APOLOGIES:
	IN ATTENDANCE:

	Peter Eaton, Jamie Bostock, Diane Chase
	Liga Sendall (Parish Clerk)

	
	No members of the public present


		 
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Cllr Cox kindly agreed to submit the report for the Village Link this month. 

CHPC934/25- – APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Eaton, Bostock and Chase prior to the meeting.

CHPC935/25– TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING DATED 10TH JULY 2025 
The minutes of the meeting had previously been circulated to all Parish Councillors via email. The Chairman asked if everyone present was happy to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2025. Cllr Coupland proposed their approval, and Cllr Cox seconded the proposal.

CHPC936/25– DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON ANY ITEMS ON AGENDA
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interest for any items on the agenda. Cllr Byrce signed the declarations of interest. 

CHPC937/25– MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE MEETING DATED 10TH JULY 2025
The Chair asked Council members if they had any matters arising from the minutes.
No matters raised. 

CHPC938/25 ADJOURNMENT FOR REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ AND COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC        
Cllr John Whyman opened this part of the meeting and introduced his report circulated before the meeting. 

District Councillor Report (September 2025)
Dear Councillors,
Welcome back from the ‘summer recess’…! I hope, if you’ve been away, you’ve had a pleasant and relaxing time?  If, like me, your garden makes significant demands of you, at least the mower hasn’t been out too often these last 4 weeks or so...?!! My goodness, we really do need lots of warm steady rain to rejuvenate and restore our gardens and field soils making good a significant water deficit. If your involved, in any way, within agriculture my thoughts go out to you at this very difficult time, both climatically and financially. We tend to take our farmed landscape a bit for granted, but it arrives thanks to the diligence and efforts of our farming friends and neighbours. I am always grateful for their consideration, at this time of the year, to maintain and support our public rights of way and there reinstatement post cultivations. 
Since we lost our good friend and district councillor colleague, Dave Busby. I’ve been asked to act, in a temporary capacity, as district councillor for Copdock & Washbrook along with Hintlesham & Chattisham until the bye-election has completed. It’s a privilege to share Dave’s responsibility, albeit only for around 6 weeks or so. Copdock & Washbrook ward will have a newly elected district councillor by around the middle/late October.  
My colleague, Mark Hurley, who is a current parish councillor in East Bergholt. Mark understands the demands and expectations of residents and is seeking election, during October to the Copdock & Washbrook ward, maintaining our Liberal Democrat presence on the Babergh governing alliance.
Neighbourhood Planning for my ‘home turf’ of Hintlesham & Chattisham. They had their public consultation day on the 2nd August. Their plan remains open to comment via the weblink https://hintleshamandchattisham-pc.gov.uk/ until 26th September. Although I’m only currently the temporary district councillor, I would like to publicly thank Cllr Caroline Bates and Cllr Peter Eaton for the extremely hard work they have put in to moving H&C’s NDP this far so quickly. 
On a separate, but linked note, I continue to be grateful to residents for their support of the development challenges we face in the community. It remains important, to the vast majority of residents, that development is well placed, of a type we aspire to create and forms a cohesively sustainable addition to the village framework. I’m pleased that planning decisions made by BDC, some of which have been contested at appeal, have been supported by HMPI.  Our vision of the ‘street scene/architecture’ and processes have been supported and upheld.  This isn’t always a ‘given’ in the current development climate, but it’s rewarding to see planning professionals recognise the uniqueness of Capel as one of the early ‘garden villages’.
I was hugely disappointed that the Brockley Woods planning application was finally ‘forced’ through by Suffolk County Council Development and Regulation Committee on the 22nd July. Despite a valiant effort by Copdock & Washbrook PC (Adrian Ward & colleagues) Bentley PC (Michael, Marianne & colleagues) along with Tom Hill KC and numerous members of the communities present. The boldly uniformed conservative members of the committee managed to ‘ram’ through their long-awaited approval. The ‘non-governing’ members on this committee, including MSDC Planning Portfolio Holder, Andrew Stringer and Long Melford County Councillor, Richard Kemp, spoke intelligently against approval of the whole application which would have created a much more sustainable and less impactful approved scheme.  I am grateful for our own county Councillor, Georgia Hall, for submitting a robust objection, siting many of the community driven issues.  Babergh district council were statutory consultees to this application and had lodged a ‘holding objection’ to its approval. Despite our actions, the input from other D&R committee members and from our local communities, the remote and ‘politically driven’ conservative members ignored the balancing arguments and huge constraints, seemingly only concerned for the financial viability of the applicant.  This seems counterintuitive to me, I would have thought they might have paid a little closer attention to the district council’s professionally curated position that reflected much of the communities points. Maybe this is a bit of a precursor for a single Suffolk Unitary authority…?    
Babergh Notes
The district wide monthly update, covering most of what’s happening in Babergh can be found here – Download Babergh’s town and parish briefing notes 
Trek, Treat, Repeat:
This is one initiative my stomach really likes the sound of – Babergh & Mid Suffolk have launched a new initiative called Grazing Walks, designed to promote scenic countryside walks paired with visits to local pubs, cafes and shops.  Featuring over 20 picturesque locations – including Thornham Magna, Thwaite, Kersey and Boxford.  The guide encourages residents and visitors to explore the area, stay active and support independent businesses.   The walks are mapped out on the Heart of Suffolk website, with routes suitable for both walkers and cyclists.  The project is funded by UK Shared Prosperity Fund and aims to boost wellbeing, tourism and the local economy.  I’ll be accompanying my Babergh district councillor colleague, Cllr Derek Davis, on one day of his charity 60 mile walk on his Assington leg on the 11th September which is a section of one route. Derek has a page on ‘Just Giving’ should you wish to support us...?  
Babergh planning committee didn’t meet in July to determine any larger or controversial applications. We did, however, meet on the 20th August to determine an application for a new/replacement home in Chadacre deemed ‘controversial’ by the Chief Planning Officer. Its quite an involved application, recommended for refusal which was overturned by the committee 9 votes in favour and 2 against. I’m happy to explain the context if anyone wishes to know. 
Both myself and our new planning committee chair, Simon Dowling, are keen to use some of our ‘down’ time to ensure we remain ‘match fit’ for application determinations and remain abreast of the various changes taking place within the LPA decision making processes. Our coming month’s meeting is due to take place on the 17th September and on the 1st October. The latter meeting, all things being equal, will determine the 18 home development application on the ‘Strawberry Fields’ site in Bentley.          
The BMSDC Overview and Scrutiny committee met on the 14th July to undertake the review of the Western Safety Partnership annual report. Our next meeting will take place on the 18th September.   
As ever, I remain open to any members who would like to be briefed on specific anonymised examples of the council’s work, in this area, please let me know. These meetings are also open to both parish councillors and members of the public wishing to attend either in person or online.  
John (Whyman) Cllr - Babergh Council Member – Capel St. Mary (Acting District Councillor for Copdock & Washbrook and Hintlesham & Chattisham)

Opens the meeting with remembering Cllr David Busby. Acknowledges he will be greatly missed by all. 

Cllr Whyman praises the Neighbourhood plan and congratulates Cllr Bates and Cllr Eaton for getting it so far.  

Members of public.
The Chair opened the public session.
No members of public present. 
The public session closed.

CHPC939/25-PLANNING

The chair opens this part of the meeting and introduces the first application.
DC/25/03094 
Outline Planning Application (all matters reserved) - Erection of 1no. self-build dwelling.|1 Park View Wilderness Hill Hintlesham Ipswich Suffolk IP8 3PG
Comments on the application described above by 19th September 2025

Circulates the drawings. Cllrs discuss the comments already submitted. Discuss location and potential boundary issues. Doubtful the visibility will be approved by Highways.
Cllrs discuss the information submitted alongside the planning, however the information seems to be out of date. 
Cllrs agree that highways safety accept is critical. Cllrs agree to put in a comment on the concerns of access. 

SCC/0121/25/DoR
The National Grid (Bramford to Twinstead Reinforcement) Order 2024: Schedule 3, Requirement 4(1)(c) - Construction Traffic Management Plan - Stage 3 of the Authorised Development
Any views/comments you may wish to make should be received by 19 September 2025

Cllrs discuss the application, says there are many comments already. The document pack is rather large and complex to extract relevant items. 

Cllrs says it appears that the document confirms what is proposed and will happen already and it does not appear a response is required. 

GRANTED
DC/25/02604
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/02462 - Condition 6 (Lighting Scheme) and 9 (Surface Water Discharge)|Vine Cottage Duke Street Hintlesham Ipswich Suffolk IP8 3PL

The Chair says this has been granted as probably was expected.

Mentions another planning application:  DC/24/04799 
Land Adjacent To The Cottage Duke Street Hintlesham Ipswich Suffolk IP8 3PN, that came in yesterday after the agenda was published.
Circulates the drawings and says we can either discuss the planning instead of having a further meeting as comments need to be submitted by 1 October.
The Cllrs agree to discuss the planning and review the plans.
Discuss the current plan and difference to what was proposed previously. Council did comment on the first one with extensive comment. 

No objection from councillors all round. 

CHPC940/25– CIL UPDATE 
Two posts were installed near the school on two separate days whist the school was closed. Saturday morning has been scheduled time to install the signs. Timings with the school have been agreed. 

Will need to review future projects for CIL funds. 

CHPC941/25- NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
Neighbourhood Plan Update 11.9.25 BY Caroline Bates

Draft Plan published and public drop in consultation event conducted 2nd August. Consultation open until 26th September
As of 9th September, 24 responses have been lodged.
Reminder to complete the feedback included in August and September Link magazines, plus a postcard distributed to all households with the September Link.
Consultant estimated that 30-40 response should be expected from a community of our size with a non contentious Plan.
Could all members of the Parish Council please complete the feedback-easiest way of doing so is via the village website NP tab where you can open the draft plan and click on the link to the feedback form.

Will have costs proposal for the next meeting as the funding has been stopped. 

Requests further responses from councillors. 

CHPC942/25- WAR MEMORIAL UPDATE
The Chair says he got contact details for the previous company used. Has chased a couple of times but not heard anything back. Will update at the next meeting. 

CHPC943/25- CHARITY DONATION IN DAVID BUSBY’S MEMORY
The Chair opens this part of the meeting, as per suggestion from one of the councillors. Cllrs discuss the proposal. The Cllrs agree to donate £50 for two charities chosen in memory of Cllr Busby – Alzheimer’s society and St Elizabeth Hospice.

CHPC944/25– FINANCE
The Chairman read out the items on the finance section of the agenda; 
MTG Investments LTD – posts install	£2610.00
Village Link July- December 2025		£777.00
Babergh DC Bin emptying			£498.00
Zurich insurance renewal			£536.02
Clerks Salary & Expenses			£423.28
Smiths of Derby - St Nicholas Clock		£49.20

It was agreed on block that the finance items be paid Cllr Whyman proposed and Cllr Archer seconded. Agreed by all. 
CHPC945/25– REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS
The Chair opened this section of the meeting by inviting Councillors to share any updates.

Cllr Bryce says the telephone pole on his corner has not been resolved yet. Has been attempting to get someone to rectify this, but no luck so far. Will try and contact someone else. 

Cllr Martin says the response received from Highways was not too helpful, in relation to visibility near Chattisham playing field. Cllrs discuss the hedge in question. The hedge is almost in line with road and visibility when exiting playing field is almost totally obstructed. 
Mentions some other footpaths, hasn’t reviewed the paths mentioned before.

Cllr Bates – still have got the old website running. Richard DeBenks is still using the old booking system for the hall. 

Cllr Whyman – mentions the meeting tomorrow Local Government Reorganisation in Suffolk, which will take place on Friday 12th September, 14:00 - 15:15, in the Guildroom at Hadleigh Town Hall, IP7 5DN

The Chair – mentions B25-10 Hintlesham & Chattisham Community Centre - Consultation Meeting (for bids seeking over £50k)
Also asks if the Cllrs are up for a Christmas meal at the George. Will obtain some dates and the menu. 

CHPC946/25 - CORRESPONDENCE RECIEVED
All correspondence received by the council had been circulated to members prior to this meeting.  

Cllr Bates mentions the correspondence circulated – asks about the correspondence circulated. Questions the  police committee, she believes this was dispersed some time ago. Cllr Whyman says he will obtain the information about this matter.  

Nothing further was introduced for discussion.

CHPC947/25– ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Neighbourhood Plan update
· CIL – outstanding

CHPC948/25- DATE OF NEXT MEETING
9th October 2025
The Chairman closed the meeting  at 20:50 PM. 
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