HINTLESHAM & CHATTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Meeting Room of the Community Hall 
On Thursday  9th October 2025 at 7.30pm

PRESENT:
	Les Cole	Stephanie Coupland	John Whyman
	Ben Cox	Ian Bryce	Jamie Bostock
	Caroline Bates	Jim Hammond	Choose an item.
	Debbie Archer	Trevor Martin	Choose an item.


					
	APOLOGIES:
	IN ATTENDANCE:

	Peter Eaton, Diane Chase, Liga Sendall
	John Whyman (PC Member & District Councillor)

	
	No members of the public present


		 
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Cllr Hammond kindly agreed to submit the report for the Village Link this month. 

CHPC949/25 – APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllrs Eaton, Chase and Parish Clerk & RFO Liga Sendall prior to the meeting.

CHPC950/25 – TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING DATED 11th SEPTEMBER 2025 
The minutes of the meeting had previously been circulated to all Parish Councillors via linked access to the Parish Council website. The Chairman asked if everyone present was happy to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2025. Cllr Bates proposed their approval, and Cllr Martin seconded the proposal.

CHPC951/25– DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON ANY ITEMS ON AGENDA
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interest for any items on the agenda. Cllr Bryce and Bostock made a declaration of non-pecuniary interest in respect of National Grid pylon projects. 

CHPC952/25– MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE MEETING DATED  11th SEPTEMBER 2025
The Chair asked Council members if they had any matters arising from the minutes.
Cllr Bates questioned clarification of the role of Police & Crime Committees within the current council structure. District Councillor Whyman responded confirming the likelihood of some continued role following the abolition of the Police & Crime Commissioners office in May 2027 & the introduction of the Norfolk & Suffolk Mayors office in May 2026. 

CHPC953/25 ADJOURNMENT FOR REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ AND COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC        
Cllr John Whyman opened this part of the meeting and introduced his report circulated before the meeting. 

District Councillor Report (October 2025)
Dear Councillors,
Not sure my hope and expectation in the September report ‘of need lots of warm steady rain to rejuvenate and restore our gardens’ has really been delivered over the last month, but we have seen a gradual improvement...!  
It’s been quite a busy month for me with an uptick in activity on finalising our proposal to UK Gov for our preferred 3 unitary model, considering the potential impact to our JLP from the recently published draft Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment and the emerging position on the downstream allocation. We will be publishing a fresh ‘call for sites’ shortly to potentially further understand land availability. 
A quick ‘end of term’ thank you to Chattisham & Hintlesham PC members for making me feel so welcome. I will, of course, be reverting to my full-time role as a colleague parish councillor, albeit with a bit of ‘inside knowledge’…!  I hope I’ve managed to add something positive during my short spell as your ‘journeyman’ councillor, despite the sad reasons for my presence? Your meeting on the 9th October will, of course, be my last attendance at the monthly gathering.  I would like to wish you all my very best wishes for the future (May 2028) with your newly elected district councillor.  I’ve agreed with Les I will aim to close off all the existing ‘case work’ I’ve taken on over the last 18/24 months, assuming your new DC has no objections. 
Brockley Woods remains an issue for the district, particularly the parish’s adjoining the A12. As an authority and, again, through your newly elected district councillor, we (BDC) need to continue to support both our communities with the emerging issues relating to traffic management etc that the project throws at us. We are only 18 months away from the first election for our new unitary council. I’m personally hopeful we see an Ipswich and South Suffolk unitary (there will be challenges in conjoinment, but these aren’t insurmountable) which will enable the new unitary council and councillors to exercise some level of control over matters such as this with the appropriate level of community engagement and scrutiny. Good local government starts with our communities and our shared values enabling policy making from the ground upwards.  My belief is we will deploy greater strength and influence embedded into our ambitiously minded parish councils enabling them to take increasingly better and more informed control of their own affairs. Some may say this is a ‘pipedream’, I would disagree – unitisation can only succeed if we genuinely embrace this change and, wherever possible, ‘hoover out’ damaging political rhetoric to create the in local governance we all deserve. 
Babergh Notes
The district wide monthly update, covering most of what’s happening in Babergh can be found here – Download Babergh’s town and parish briefing notes 
I accompanied my Babergh district councillor colleagues, Cllr Derek Davis (Peninsular) and council leader, John Ward (Brett Vale), on one day of Derek’s charity 60 mile walk, his Polstead leg, on the 11th September.  Not the best of weather, but a thoroughly enjoyable day with the both of them, culminating in a ‘swift pint’ in The Crown at Stoke by Nayland.  Derek has a page on ‘Just Giving’ should anyone wish to support his efforts for Alzheimer’s UK.  
Babergh planning committee met on the 1st October to determine the Bentley ‘Strawberry Fields’ application for 18 homes with 12 affordable. This was an outline application so we were only considering the ‘principle of development’ and access.  Although the site layout and other matters were put forward by the applicant’s agent, these were for context only and couldn’t be secured through this application. The proposal was contrary to our JLP and the Bentley Neighbourhood Development Plan. It wasn’t a simple consideration for committee members as there were potential benefits through the affordable homes, but the constraints of ‘damaging’ our JLP SP03 policy along with BEN 01 outweighed the benefits and the application was refused in line with the case officers’ recommendation. This was a complex case, and I’d be happy to explain the context if anyone wishes to understand in greater depth. 
The BDC Overview and Scrutiny committee met on the 15th September to undertake the review of the district council’s car parking strategy and consider the potential improvements/impacts experienced. There are quite a few points to be re-considered and factored into the next 12-month phase. Our next meeting will take place on the 13th October.   
As ever, I remain open to any members who would like to be briefed on specific anonymised examples of the council’s work, in this area, please let me know. These meetings are also open to both parish councillors and members of the public wishing to attend either in person or online.  
District Councillor Resident Surgeries
My regular meeting opportunity for residents in the library will be Tuesday 14th October 9.30 – 11.00am.  No appointment is necessary, but if residents need more of a confidential chat, please let them know beforehand so I can arrange some privacy. I’m also available ‘on demand’ at the PC office in conjunction with Julie. In the event of a meeting ‘emergency’ – please let Julie (Capel PC Clerk & RFO) know and she can get word to me such that I can respond.
John (Whyman) Cllr - Babergh Council Member – Capel St. Mary (Acting District Councillor for Copdock & Washbrook and Hintlesham & Chattisham)
John.Whyman@babergh.gov.uk
Mobile: 07928 512597
Members of public.
The Chair opened the public session.
No members of public present. 
The public session closed.

CHPC954/25-PLANNING

DC/25/04310 
Hintlesham Golf Club, George Street, Hintlesham, Ipswich Suffolk IP8 3JG
Full Planning Application - Conversion of buildings to 3 no. dwellings. Comments on the application described above by 23rd October 2025.  
The Chair summarised the application to members, circulating the planning portal design and plans. The Chair also reminded members of the previous, most recent, applications for this site. Various aspects of the application were discussed with a range of views put forward by members. After the debate by members, the chair asked for a proposal from members. The proposal was to ‘object’ to the current proposal on the grounds of current BDC JLP policy non-compliance and the emerging Chattisham & Hintlesham Neighbourhood Development plan.  The proposal was made by Cllr Hammond and seconded by Cllr Cox.  The vote to support the proposal was carried 6 votes for with 3 abstentions.  District Councillor Whyman didn’t participate in the debate and abstained from the vote. 

DC/25/04203
College Farm, Back Road, Hintlesham, Ipswich Suffolk IP8 3NT
Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: change of use from Commercial, Business and Service (Use Class E) to Dwellinghouses (Use Class C3). Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (As Amended) Schedule 2, Part 3, Class MA. - Proposed conversion of building to 1no. 3 bedroom dwelling.
The Chair summarised the application to members, circulating the planning portal design and plans. The Chair reminded members this was an application for ‘prior approval’ within the terms of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Order). Members discussed the application.  The proposal was to ‘Approve’ . The proposal was made by Cllr Coupland and seconded by Cllr Bostock.  The vote to support the proposal was carried unanimously.  

GRANTED APPLICATIONS

DC/25/01440
Old House, Back Road, Hintlesham, Ipswich Suffolk IP8 3PB


CHPC955/25– CIL UPDATE 
The flashing signs adjacent to the school have been installed and are now fully operational.  The chair referred to an issue on the ‘on-off’ timer that had been resolved.  

CHPC956/25- NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
Neighbourhood Plan Update 09/10/25 By Cllr Bates

Draft Plan had been published and the public consultation completed.
As at the completion of the consultation there had been 37 respondents lodged.
Our Consultant has estimated that 30-40 response should be expected from a community of our size with a non contentious Plan, so the response rate seems acceptable.
Cllr Whyman added context to the discussion on the outturn of the Strategic Land Housing Availability Assessment (SHLAA).  Cllr Bates asked for members guidance on whether the Council should pause the NDP whilst BDC ‘Call for Sites’ 2.0 is completed and fed into the SHLAA. Members agreed council should continue to maintain the momentum behind current progress and supported Cllr Bates. Members agreed there could be potential costs to the Council, but this was unavoidable. 

CHPC957/25 – HINTLESHAM COMMUNITY HALL EXTENSION PROJECT
The Chair asked Cllr Hammond to provide a summary of the current position.  Cllr Hammond confirmed his online meeting details with BDC Communities Team.  Cllr Hammond remains positive the fund raising is potentially achievable with a current budgetary target of £350,000.  BDC are providing highly positive support including the upcoming ‘Funding Summit’ meeting on the 19th November.

CHPC958/25– FINANCE
The Chairman read out the items on the finance section of the agenda; 
St Elizabeths Hospice	                                £50.00
The Alzheimer’s Society        		£50.00
ICO Renewal           			£52.00
Clerks Salary & Expenses			£211.64
Postage & Chairman’s Expenses		£30.00

It was agreed on block that the finance items be paid Cllr Bryce proposed and Cllr Archer seconded. Agreed by all. 
CHPC959/25– REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS
The Chair opened this section of the meeting by inviting Councillors to share any updates.

 

Cllr Martin – Reminded members of the hedge is almost in line with road and visibility when exiting playing field is almost totally obstructed. Cllr Whyman agreed to discuss this issue with SCC PROW & report back to the November meeting. 
Cllr Bryce – Reminded members that the ‘Claremont Cottage’ problems had still not been resolved.  The Chair read from the e mail thread from SCC Cllr Hudson. Cllr Bryce also confirmed Balfour Beatty are preparing to establish their base for working area for pylon construction.  
Cllr Coupland – Raised an issue on FP20 (Silver Hill) and winter ‘waterlogging’ – The Chair agreed to look at the possibility of CIL Infrastructure support. 

CHPC960/25 - CORRESPONDENCE RECIEVED
All correspondence received by the council had been circulated to members prior to this meeting.  

CHPC961/25– ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

CHPC962/25- DATE OF NEXT MEETING
13th November 2025
The Chairman closed the meeting  at 20:55 PM. 
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