Please find below the initial comments from Hintlesham & Chattisham Parish Council for registration as an Interested Party in OBJECTION to the submitted proposal by National Grid.
Summary

The mitigation hierarchy is a core principle referenced throughout the National Policy Statements, including EN-1 and EN-5, which apply to NGET’s Norwich to Tilbury proposal.

The application should therefore be expected to demonstrate adherence to these principles at overarching project level and with regard to impacts experienced by local communities.

This application falls short in both regards. At project level it fails to demonstrate that the significant visual impact of an overhead line cannot be avoided by using an alternative solution which would be equally compliant with the regime decided by the regulator (Ofgem) and recommendations made by the system operator (NESO).

If avoidance cannot be achieved, the application fails to consider simple and financially insignificant modifications at local level that would help to provide mitigation. This flawed assessment is aggravated by errors of fact relating to property identification, conflicts due to lack of coordination between disciplines and incomplete information. Mitigation might become evident when the project is underway, such as through slight changes in position and alignment of assets, but the application mostly denies the need for such mitigation and gives no undertaking to seek such mitigation in relation to specific, identified impacts. On the basis of past experience there is nothing to suggest the applicant’s ‘goodwill’ might be sufficient, or that verbal undertakings will be fulfilled.

The need case;

The need case is reviewed in the Strategic Options Backcheck and Review (APP-355 & APP-357) as well as options in APP-127 6.3 Environmental Statement Chapter 3 - Alternatives (Final Issue A)
.

These documents do not consider the ESO (East Anglia) Network Study of March 2024. This study indicated that an underground HVDC solution – Option 8 – could be economically comparable to the proposal adopted by NGET (ESO Option 3). 

NGET’s response of April 2024 sits outside the application and is dismissive, providing and allowing for no further investigation. 

The need case is therefore incomplete.

This same document states: “… stakeholders and the public are consulted during the proposed project’s evolution allowing for feedback to have influence in the development of the location, design and mitigation proposals for our schemes.” (Transmission response to the ESO East Anglia Network Study page xxxxx)

Without detailed review of Option 8 in the ESO study the applicant therefore fails to meet its own undertaking to allow feedback to have influence on the project.




Along the proposed length of an overhead line from the Bramford substation to the undergrounding location at Wenham there are communities that will suffer severe impact. 

It is clear that the current National Grid proposal is contrary to the established Mitigation Hierarchy. Hintlesham & Chattisham Parish Council supports the Essex Suffolk Norfolk Pylon Campaign and reserves the right to submit further detailed comments during the examination.

 


